BILDESTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting held in Chamberlin Hall

 on Monday, 11th November, 2013 at 7.30 pm

           In attendance:

Councillors:
A Guttridge (Chairman)


D Dempsey


D Drury



R Lester


R Taylor

Also Present:

D Blackburn (Clerk)



1 Member of the Public

Councillor Guttridge opened the meeting and welcomed everyone present.

C124/13/14
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors P Cousins and R Lindsay, District Councillor D Keane, County Councillor Mrs Antill and PCSO J Fudge.
C125/13/14
DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS
The Clerk recorded a non-pecuniary interest by Councillors Taylor by reason of him being a member of the Sportsfield Management Committee and Kings Pightle Trust and Councillor Guttridge by reason of him being an employee of Suffolk County Council.
;
C126/13/14
DISPENSATIONS IN RESPECT OF PECUNIARY INTERESTS


There were none.

C127/13/14
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING


It was AGREED: That the minutes of the meeting held on 14th October, 2013 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 
C128/13/14
POLICE REPORT

There had been 1 crime recorded for the period 13th October, 2013 to 9th November, 2013 compared with 5 for the same period in the previous year. The crime related to motor vehicle tampering on Artiss Close.

It was AGREED: That the Police report be received and noted.
C129/13/14  SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL REPORT
Councillor Mrs Antill had submitted a written reported on the following matters:
· The County Council’s anticipated budget challenges up to 2019/20.

· Continuing concerns about educational attainment in Suffolk following recent unannounced Ofsted inspections to some schools in the County.

· Liaison undertaken with the Cabinet Member for Roads and Transport about Bildeston’s proposals to purchase VAS Equipment. A position statement on such schemes would be issued by the County Council after 8th November, 2013.

· A commitment by the County Council to pay £1 million towards improvements to the A14 which would enable it to participate in the debate over its provision and pursue its opposition to the imposition of tolling.

It was AGREED: That the report be received and noted.
C130/13/14
DISTRICT COUNCIL REPORT
There was no report from the District Council on this occasion.
C131/13/14  VILLAGE GROUND MAINTENANCE ARRANGEMENTS

Councillor Taylor submitted a paper on outline proposals to combine the grounds maintenance arrangements for various sites in the village. It was indicated that on the basis of the draft financial projections incorporating the purchase of a ride owner and employment of a grounds maintenance operative, some savings could be achieved. However, more importantly this would provide local control of operations and conceivably deliver improved quality and frequency of works. It was recognised that not all works could be delivered through the new arrangements, particularly larger areas of grassland and hedge flailing. These would be put out to tender. Overall however, the proposals were viewed as being a positive step forward.

It was AGREED: That the Chair, Vice Chair and Clerk undertake further enquiries and the Council’s representatives on local groups commence liaison with them about the proposal for shared service provision.

(Councillor Lester joined the meeting during the above item of business).
C132/13/14
SKATE PARK - LAND OWNERSHIP AND SITE IMPROVEMENTS

The Clerk reported that bins and a picnic bench had been ordered for the Skate Park. Site access rights were considered.

It was AGREED: 
a. That the Clerk pursues enquiries into access rights regarding the Coronation Playground; and

b. That the Clerk provides the Vice-Chair with details of the items ordered for the playground so that their installation can be arranged. 
C133/13/14 
TRAFFIC CALMING MEASURES

The response received from County Highways was discussed in respect of the half-gateway treatment on the approach from Hadleigh because there was insufficient space for a full set of gates.  It was agreed that the Clerk would ask SCC for information of the extent of the highway as the size of other signs at the location suggests that there is enough width.
C134/13/14  PROPOSAL FOR A 20MPH SPEED LIMIT

The Parish Council considered a request from Councillor Lindsay that this item be deferred to the next meeting.

It was AGREED:  That the Clerk includes the item on the agenda for the next meeting. 
C135/13/14  B NATURAL


The Council noted that the Clerk had drafted a letter of support in respect of an application for charitable status in respect of B Natural. 
C136/13/14  UPDATE ON VILLAGE AMENITIES


The impact of the recent storm was discussed along with grounds maintenance at Kings Pightle and the Sportsfield. Details of a trim trail were considered following a request by a local parishioner for one to be provided in the village.


It was AGREED: 
a. That EFMS be requested to cut and collect from the Lower Sportsfield and the Wildflower Meadow;
b. That the trees overhanging the Coronation Playground be pruned in consultation with the neighbouring landowner, following recent storm damage; and

c. That the Clerk includes an article in “The Bugle” to assess the level of local interest in the provision of a Trim Trail.

C137/13/14
CLERK’S UPDATE

It was AGREED:

a. That the mandate for the Nationwide Account be completed;
b. That the parishioner’s comments about a grit bin on Paddocks Way being inappropriately used a waste and dog bin be reported to the District Council as the bin is not owned by the Parish Council; and
c. That it be noted that 3 bins had been ordered for the Coronation Playground and 1 for the junction of Ipswich Road and High Street.
C138/13/14   PARISH COUNCIL VACANCIES
The Council considered the initial enquiries that had been received.
It was AGREED:  That the 2 vacancies be advertised in “The Bugle” until such time as they are both filled. 
C139/13/14  
MATTERS CONSIDERED AT THE PREVIOUS MEETING

All matters had been dealt with elsewhere in the agenda.
C140/13/14
AUTHORISATION OF PAYMENTS AND NOTING OF RECEIPTS

It was AGREED: That the following payments be approved and receipts be noted:

Payments:
	Payee


	Description
	Amount
(incl VAT)

	David Blackburn
	Clerk’s Pay
	182.01

	David Blackburn
	Clerk’s Expenses – Picnic Bench for Coronation Playground
(Action authorised at previous meeting Minute C112/13/14)
	140.00

	David Blackburn
	Clerk’s Expenses – Wreath and Donation to the Royal British Legion
(Action authorised at previous meeting Minute C120/13/14)
	117.00


C141/13/14    PLANNING MATTERS


Planning Appendix A: Planning Applications Consultation

Items for comment by the Parish Council:

	Application Number:
	B/13/01068

	Location:
	3 High Street, Bildeston, IPSWICH, IP7 7EX

	Proposal:
	Application for Listed Building Consent - Internal alterations to form ground floor level access shower room including extract grill on external elevation and installation of stair lift.

	Decision: 
	No Objection


	Application Number:
	B/13/01225

	Location:
	14 Chapel Street, Bildeston, IPSWICH, IP7 7EP

	Proposal:
	Reduction in height of Mountain ash tree by up to 3m, reduction in spread of tree by up to 4m.

	Decision:
	No Objection


Planning Appendix B: Determined by Babergh District Council


	Application Number:
	B/13/01084

	Location:
	14 Chapel Street, Bildeston, IPSWICH, IP7 7EP

	Proposal:
	Reduce crown by 3.5m, spread by 2-2.5m, and thin crown by 15% to 1 No Maple tree.

	Decision:
	Granted


C142/13/14    MATTERS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PARISH COUNCIL

Councillor Taylor asked that an item on Street Lights be placed on the agenda for the next meeting. 
C143/13/14  PUBLIC SESSION


A member of the public identified that vehicles were being regularly parked on the double yellow lines outside Bank House Stores which, in their opinion, provided a greater hazard to through traffic than the speed of vehicles in the village. Also vehicles were being reversed onto main roads with, it appeared, increasing regularity causing a hazard to other road users.



It was AGREED: That the Clerk report these matters to the Police.
C144/13/14
EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC

It was AGREED: That by virtue of the provision of section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960, the public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest because of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.

C145/13/14
CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS

The Council received an update on further legal advice received concerning administration of the proceeds of the will and on completion of the sale of the deceased’s home.

The meeting closed at 9.07pm.
Chairman ………………………………………………

Date……………………………………………….
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